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In a televised message on July 4, President Miguel de la Madrid called on all Mexicans to participate
in the July 6 elections for president and members of the national congress. He reiterated that the
Revolutionary Institutional Party (PRI) will respect the outcome of the elections. "We are committed
to a clean, legal and peaceful election, in a climate of absolute peace and tranquility, to demonstrate
that we are essentially a democratic country." Economist Carlos Salinas de Gortari, 40, is the
PRI candidate, and will almost certainly assume the presidency on Dec. 1 for the next six years.
The PRI has not lost a presidential or senatorial election in the past 50 years. On July 2, the party
demonstrated its power by bringing together more than 400,000 people for a rally marking the
official close of Salinas de Gortari's campaign in downtown Mexico City. Nonetheless, for the first
time the PRI faces a strong opposition, not only in the presidential race, but also for the 64 Senate
seats, and 500 seats in the Chamber of Deputies. Among Salinas' contenders for the presidency are
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, a 54-year-old civil engineer, and former governor of Michoacan state. His
father, Lazaro Cardenas a founder of the PRI and president from 1934 to 1940 , is regarded as one
of Mexico's most beloved and charismatic leaders. About a month ago, leftist party presidential
candidates withdrew from the race, and threw their support to Cardenas, who now represents the
National Democratic Front, a coalition of centrist and leftist parties. Cardenas broke from the PRI
in 1987 to protest what he described as a lack of democracy in the party. On the right is agronomist
Manuel Clouthier, 54, leader of the National Action Party (PAN). Both Cardenas and Clouthier
have received considerable support from Mexico's poor and millions of workers, weary after six
years of continual economic crisis. A Gallup poll made public June 20 showed Salinas favored by
56% of registered voters, compared with 23% for Cardenas and 19% for Clouthier. Opposition
prospects are seen to be especially promising in Mexico City, and the states of Baja California Norte,
Chihuahua, Guanajuato, Yucatan and Michoacan. In addition to criticizing the PRI's economic
plans, the rightwing and leftist opposition have coincided in warning Mexican voters that the
official party is preparing various means of electoral fraud. As in the past, the PRI has been accused
of inflating voter registration rolls, and distributing to workers ballots already marked in favor
of PRI candidates. In the fourth week of June, the Democratic Assembly for Effective Suffrage a
civic organization with ties to the opposition said, "The group in power is taking its precautions
and getting ready," to manufacture favorable election results through fraud. "As on all previous
occasions," said the association, the PRI is resorting "to manipulation of voter rolls, to mobile
brigades and the intimidation of voters." In a manual published by the Assembly in June, these and
other practices were detailed. The document was also noteworthy because it was prepared with the
assistance of Porfirio Munoz Ledo, a former president of the PRI, who has broken with the party. He
is currently chief political strategist for Cardenas. PAN leader Fernando Canales Clariond told the
New York Times: "The voting booths themselves are manned by people who are designated by the
official party, who in many cases are functionaries of a government that is synonymous with that
party...The engineering of electoral fraud is therefore very easy to achieve." The Assembly's manual
charges that the PRI is likely to alter or forge the official vote tallies from problematic precincts and
submit them as genuine to the electoral commissions it controls. PAN leaders said that practice was
employed in May in the city of Monclova, where a special mayoral election had at first appeared to
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 074650
ISSN: 1060-4189

give victory to the opposition. In the 1982 presidential election, the official account indicated that
nearly 4 of 10 voters stayed home. However, opposition parties and many independent experts
believe that the majority of the 31.5 million voters then registered probably did not bother to
cast a ballot. A revamped federal electoral code, to be used for the first time on July 6, makes it
impossible for voters to split their vote for senators between parties. Consequently, it is likely that
PRI senatorial candidates who possess some popular appeal will carry their weaker running mates
to the Senate with them. This year, the number of Deputies has been increased by 100 seats. Most
estimates of opposition gains in the Chamber range between 25 and 50 seats among the 300 seats
determined by direct popular vote. Another 200 seats, to be distributed on the basis of proportional
representation, could provide the opposition with 80 seats, based on 40% of the popular vote that
most polls predict will go their presidential candidates. Some Mexican political experts have pointed
out that the PRI might profit from the strength of both right and leftist candidates: relatively weak
PRI candidates who have the party machine at their disposal may manage to win with just over
one-third of the vote. On the evening of July 2, a close campaign adviser to Cardenas, Francisco
Xavier Ovando Hernandez, was found dead in his car, alongwith an assistant, Roman Gil Heraldez.
Police in Mexico City reported on July 4 that Ovando had been shot four times at close range. The
police said they had no clues regarding the identity of the perpetrators, nor of the motive for the
crime. According to accounts by the Federal District Judicial Police and members of Cardenas's
campaign staff, Ovando left the office on Saturday evening at 9 p.m. in his car with Gil and another
assistant, who was dropped near his home. At about 11:30 p.m., Ovando's car was found by a police
patrol unit in a dark and sparsely populated neighborhood. Ovando was in the front seat with four
bullet wounds in his head. Gil was in the back seat with a single bullet wound in his left ear. Shells
from .22 and A detective heading the investigation, Javier de Leon Romeu, noted that Ovando's car
was not stolen, and members of Cardenas's staff said they had been told Ovando's wallet and credit
cards had been recovered. Unnamed staff members told the Times and other reporters that Ovando
had been carrying "confidential documents" about the party's post-election strategy when he left his
office on Saturday evening. Those documents have not been recovered, they said, and it is not clear
whether they were taken by the killers or are in the hands of the police. Ovando, 41, was president of
the PRI in the state of Michoacan when Cardenas was governor there. He had also been a member
of Congress and served as Cardenas's private secretary before he broke with the PRI. Ovando had
wide responsibilities in the Cardenas campaign, including liaison work among the various parties in
the left-wing coalition. In addition, he was a congressional candidate of the Popular Socialist Party
and was expected to win a seat on the basis of proportional representation. Most of his energies in
the days ahead were to be dedicated to fighting electoral fraud. At an afternoon news conference
on July 4, Cardenas described the killing as "definitely a political crime." Ovando had been killed,
he said, to send "a message of intimidation and provocation" and to bring about "the start of a
cycle of violence...We will be calling continuously on our comrades not to fall into the provocation
which the darkest and most reactionary sectors of the government want us to fall." To retaliate,
said Cardenas, would bring about a "resurgence of repression." In a message sent to de la Madrid
late on July 3, Cardenas blamed the government for the climate of recrimination and called on the
president to find Ovando's killers as soon as possible. In a two-paragraph letter, Cardenas said
"we demand" that de la Madrid and the Attorney General of Mexico City "clarify these crimes."
"It would be extremely serious if the response of the government and of official elements to the
democratic action of the opposition were terrorism and the breaking of the law," Cardenas wrote. "It
will be your responsibility. The matter is in your hands." On Monday afternoon, Cardenas visited
Interior Minister Manuel Barlett Diaz, whose responsibilities include both the police and security
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agencies and the Federal Electoral Commission. Meanwhile, Cardenas supporters demonstrated in
the streets outside, blaming the government for Ovando's death. (Basic data from several sources,
including AP, 07/03/88; New York Times, 06/28/88, 07/03/88, 07/05/88; AFP, 07/04/88)
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